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New EMC Solutions
EMC is well known as a provider of information storage and management solutions for enterprises.
But what about enterprises spelled with a small “e” – that is, small and medium enterprises (SMEs), both
commercial and non-profit? Storing, managing, protecting, and sharing information is as important for a
local tax accounting firm as it is for a large, international one. The smaller firm just has more modest
requirements and resources.
In February 2006, EMC announced its Insignia line of information storage and management solutions
to cater to smaller businesses. These hardware and software products are designed and packaged to be:
• Customer installable and manageable (i.e., lots of wizards and GUIs)
• Widely available through VARs and resellers
• Priced inexpensively
Scaling things up a notch for the mid-market, on March 6, EMC announced the Celerra NS350, a new
entry point to its line of integrated NAS solutions. It scales to 10 TB of raw capacity, simultaneously
supports NAS and iSCSI connectivity, and utilizes both FC and ATA drives. While the NS350 offers the
flexibility of NAS and SAN and tiered storage in one system, it maintains an affordability and ease of use
appropriate for SMEs.
In April, additional announcements for this market included the new CLARiiON AX150 and AX150i, a
reengineered model of the AX100. It scales to 6 TB by leveraging the new 500 GB SATA II drives, with
better performance. This model is available in both FC and iSCSI connectivity options, with a simplified
installation wizard for iSCSI.
Most recently, on April 17, EMC rolled out a solution designed to meet mid-market requirements for
faster and more robust backup and recovery. It announced the CLARiiON Disk Library 210 (CDL210), a
new, lower-priced entry point for EMC’s line of virtual tape libraries. The CDL210
scales from 4 to 24 TB of usable capacity and also uses 500GB SATA II drives. Also
of interest is that the entire CDL lineup now supports the IBM Series i (formerly
known as iSeries) platform.

Conclusion
The big player - EMC - has not forgotten the little guy. The Insignia product line,
as well as EMC’s newest additions for the mid-market, nicely corresponds to the
guidance that we recently provided in Find Relief on the Treadmill of Information
Storage - Solutions for SMEs 1 . So, if you are a small or medium business with an
information storage challenge to solve, EMC is still one to consider.
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See The Clipper Group Explorer dated May 9, 2006, and available at http://www.clipper.com/research/TCG2006036.pdf.
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